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HISTORY OF CHANGES

Version

Publication

date

Changes

1.0

20.12.2013

Initial version following adoption of the grant agreement v.1.0.
Article 6.

1.2

17.02.2014

Articles 7 to 14, 17 to 19, 23a to 25, 35, 52 to 54, 56 and 58 added

1.3

26.03.2014

Articles 16, 32 to 34 and 41 to 44 added

1.4

16.04.2014

Articles 4 to 6, 9 to 16, 20, 21, 23, 24, 39, 40, 45 to 52 and 57
added or revised

1.5

25.04.2014

Articles 22, 26 to 31, 36 to 38, and 55 added

1.6

02.05.2014

New annotations for: ERC, SME Instrument, ERA-NET COFUND,
PCP-PPI COFUND, EJP COFUND, Framework Partnership and
Specific Agreements

1.6.1

16.06.2014

Clickable table of contents added

1.6.2

17.07.2014

Links to time-sheet model and declaration model for personnel
costs

1.6.3

20.08.2014

Changed link to H2020 Work Programme (section 3 MSCA) (page
55)

1.7

19.12.2014

Updates due to the amendment of the model grant agreement
v.2.0, in particular Articles 3, 9, 20.6 and 38.1.2

New annotations on Articles 6.2.A, 6.2.E, 6.2.F, 22.4, 22.5

New explanations and examples resulting from frequently asked
questions, in particular in Articles 2, 6.1, 6.2.D.2, 6.2.D.3, 6.3, 6.4,
6.5, 10, 13, 14, 18, 20.4, 34, 39, 41.5, 43, 49.1, 50.3, 55 and 57;

Updates in the derived model grant agreements:
- ERC: Articles 2, 4, 6.2, 8, 32, 56.1 and 56.a

- SME: Articles 2, 5.4, 8, 21, 41, 42, 43, 44, 50 Ph1 and Article 2, 4
and 6 Ph2

- ERA-NET Co-fund: Article 4, 6.2.B and 13 (option for PCP)
- EJP Co-fund: Article 4, 6.2

New Annotations for the MSCA

Other minor corrections and clarifications

Improved clickable table of contents including Articles

2.0

30.03.2015

Reformatting into the style of the Online AGA.

Streamlined approach to information with exclamation mark, and
info sign; presentation in yellow and blue text boxes.

Clickable cross-references (Articles)

New table explaining the treatment of the different types of work
contracts (under Article 6.2.A).

New explanations and examples resulting from frequently asked
questions, in particular in Articles 2, 3, 6.2.A, 6.2.D, 6.2.E, 6.2.F,
13, 18.2, 21, 27, 28.3, 29, 30, 38, 41, 47 and substantial updates
in Article 55.

Updates in the derived model grant agreements:
— ERC: ERC GA preamble, Article 56a

— MSCA: ITN Articles 6.2, 19.2, 32; IF Articles 6.2, 8, 32; RISE
Articles 6.2, 19; Co-fund Articles 6.2, 15, 19

— FPA: Article 13; SGA: Article 17
Other minor corrections and clarifications

2.0.1

18.05.2015

Corrigendum of annotations on Article 4 of the MSCA-ITN and the
MSCA-RISE grants
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http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_v1.6.3_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_v1.7_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_v2.0_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_v2.0.1_en.pdf

2.1 30.10.2015 |= New explanations and examples resulting from frequently asked
questions, in particular in Articles 5.2, 6.1, 6.2.A, 6.2.D, 6.5, 9, 11,
12, 13, 14, 20, 21, 22.2, 24, 26, 29, 30, 31, 34, 40, 43, 47, 50, 55
and 56.
= New Section 1.3 'List of issues applicable to particular countries'
added — explanations on eligibility of national taxes, bonuses
= New annotations and updates in the derived model grant
agreements:
— ERC MGA: Preamble, Articles 6, 8, 18, 29 and 56a
— MSCA: ITN Articles 4, 6.2, 8, 31; 32, IF Articles 4, 6.1, 6.2, 8,
31, 32; 56a RISE Articles 4, 6.2, 8, 18; 31 Co-fund Articles 4,
6.2, 8, 15
— SME Instrument Phl Lump Sum: Article 5;
— SME Instrument Ph2: Article 13;
— ERA-NET Co-fund: Articles 5.2, 6.2.A and 20;
— FPA: Article 5;
— MGA Lump sum: new annotations.
= Other minor corrections and clarifications.
2.1.1 01.07.2016 |= Update of the explanations on Article 18 regarding time records;
including a model of time-sheet with the minimum requirements.
2.2 25.11.2016 = Updates due to the amendment of the model grant agreement
v.3.0, in particular Articles 4.2, 5, 6.2.A, 10, 13, 16, 20, 34, 37,
41, 42,43, 45, 46, 48, 49, 50 and 55
* New annotations on Articles 29.2 and 29.3.
= New explanations and examples resulting from frequently asked
questions, in particular in Article 6, 6.1, 6.2, 6.5 and 18.
»= Updates in the annotations to specific model grant agreements:
- ERC: Preamble, Articles 6, 29 and 56a
- MSCA: Preamble ITN, Articles 4, 5, 6, 8, 18, 19 and 32; IF
Articles 2, 4, 6, 8, 18, 32 and 56a; RISE Articles 4, 6, 8, 18, 19,
31 and 32; COFUND Articles 4, 6, 8, 15 and 18.
- ERA-NET Co-fund: Articles 2, 19 and 21
- PCP-PPI: Articles 5 and 13
- EJP Co-fund: Articles 5, 6.F and 20
» Synchronised presentation for grounds for Chapter 6 measures,
security obligations and information obligations.
= Other minor corrections and clarifications
= Update in Section 1.3 'List of issues applicable to particular
countries'
New rules that apply in principle only for grant agreements signed with
version 3.0 are marked with @
(This version refers to MGA v3.0 to align it no AGA v3.0 was created)
4.0 21.04.2017 | = Updates due to the amendment of the model grant agreement
v.4.0, in particular Articles 5, 6 and 52
= New annotations on Article 14a following the introduction of this
Article in the revised model grant agreements v.4.0
= New explanations and examples resulting from frequently asked
questions, in particular in Article 6 and 18.
= Updates in the annotations to specific model grant agreements:
ERC, MSCA, PCP-PPI and FPA/SGA
= Other minor corrections and clarifications
New rules that apply in principle only for grant agreements signed with
version 4.0 are marked with
4.0.1 20.06.2017 | = Addition of index at the bottom of the pages
4.1 26.10.2017 = New explanations and examples, in particular in Articles, 6.2.F, 18,



http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_v2.1_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_v2.2_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_v4.0_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_v4.1_en.pdf

50 and 55 of the general MGA

Corrigendum of annotations on Article 6 of the MSCA-ITN, IF,
Cofund and the MSCA-RISE grants

Corrigendum of annotation on Article 6.2.F of the EJP Cofund grant

Update in Section 1.3 'List of issues applicable to particular
countries'

Other minor corrections and clarifications

5.0 03.07.2018 |= Updates due to the amendment of the model grant agreement
v.5.0, in particular Articles 29.3 and 34
= New presentation of calculations for payments and recoveries, now
compiled under Article 21
= Updates due to the adoption of the Guide on grant reductions
= New explanations and examples resulting from frequently asked
questions, in particular in Articles 6.2.A, 6.2.D, 11, 14a, 43, 44, 48,
49, 50.3, 51, 55 and 57.2.
= Annotations on the new Lump Sum Pilot model grant agreement
= Annotations on the new MSCA Special Needs model grant
agreement
= New annotations and updates in the specific model grant
agreements:
— ERC: Articles 18, 29 and 32
- MSCA: ITN Articles 6.2.a, 6.2.B, 32; IF Articles 6.2.A, 6.2.B, 18,
32, 55.1, 56a; RISE Articles 6.2.A, 32 and Co-fund Articles
6.2.A and 15
— SME Phase 1: Article 8
— PCP/PPI: Article 8
— SGA: Article 3
— General lump sum: preamble, Articles 8 and 18
= Other minor corrections and clarifications
5.1 06.12.2018 |= Updates in the annotations of Articles 6.1, 8, 20, 22.1.3, 41.4 and
55
= Annotations on the new ERC Lump Sum Pilot PoC model grant
agreement
= New annotations and updates in the specific model grant
agreements:
- ERC: Article 56a
- MSCA: IF Articles 38, 49.1.1 and 56a, ITN Article 8, RISE Article 8
- Lump sum pilot: Article 4
5.2 26.06.2019 | = Updates in the annotations of Articles 6.2.D.5, 6.2.F, 16.2, 20, 29,

31, 37, 55
New annotations and updates in the specific model grant
agreements:

- MSCA: IF Article 6.2.B, ITN Articles 6.2.B and 32, RISE Article
6.2.A

- ERA-NET Cofund: Preamble and Articles 5, 8, 15
- EJP Cofund: Articles 3, 6.2.F

For easy identification, paragraphs, indents or sections with new
explanations or changes are marked with the symbol B on the left
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IMPORTANT NOTICE

The AGA — Annotated Model Grant Agreement is a user guide that aims to explain to applicants
and beneficiaries the General Model Grant Agreement (General MGA) and the different specific Model
Grant Agreements (‘Specific MGAs’) for the Horizon 2020 Framework Programme for 2014-2020
(H2020).

The purpose of this document is to help users understand and interpret the GAs, by avoiding technical
vocabulary, legal references and jargon, and seeking to help readers find answers to any practical
questions they may have about particular parts of the GAs.

In the same spirit, the document’s structure mirrors that of the GAs. It explains each GA Article and
includes examples where appropriate.

Since the Specific MGAs have a similar set-up and provisions as the General MGA (i.e. they are all
derived from the General MGA), the annotations will focus mainly on the General MGA (and the
annotations of the other MGAs will be limited to major differences from that MGA). The key provisions on
the amount, cost forms and eligibility conditions of your grant are however explained for all MGAs (see
Articles 4-6 of each MGA).

The annotations are — with some exceptions — done on the multi-beneficiary versions. The multi- and
mono-beneficiary versions are largely identical.

Our approach
1. The text of the article appears in a grey text box — to differentiate it from the annotations.
The concepts that are annotated are in bold and underlined.
The annotations to the article are immediately underneath.

Long articles are split into different parts, so the annotations can be placed below the relevant
parts.

Examples, best practices are in bold and green.
Lists and procedures are in bold and red.
and are in bold and orange.
New explanations (compared to the last update) will be marked with: =

New rules that do not apply to all signed grant agreements (but instead only to those signed
after a certain version, e.g. version 3.0), will be marked with: and :

2. As the AGA intends to be comprehensive, it will cover all possible options envisaged in the
different GA articles.

Many of these options may not be relevant to your grant (and will not appear in the grant
agreement you sign, or will be marked ‘not applicable’).

The chosen options will appear in italics (without brackets and without the option title), to allow
you to easily spot that a specific rule applies.

Updates
With version 2.0, the AGA was reformatted into a clickable online version.

It will be periodically updated with new examples and explanations, based on practical experience and
on-going developments.



Other information

The AGA is limited to annotations to the provisions of the H2020 MGAs. For a more general overview of
how H2020 grants work, see the Funding & Tenders Portal Online Manual.

A comprehensive list of all H2020 reference documents (including legislation, work programme and
templates) can be found on Participant Portal Reference Documents.

H2020 terms are explained in the Glossary.

If necessary, you can also contact the Research Enquiry Service.

Legislation

H2020 Framework Programme — Regulation (EU) No 1291/2013 of the European Parliament and of
the Council of 11 December 2013 establishing Horizon 2020 - The Framework Programme for Research
and Innovation (2014-2020) (OJ 347, 20.12.2013, p. 104).

Euratom Research and Training Programme (2014-2018) — Council Regulation (Euratom) No
1314/2013 of 16 December 2013 on the Research and Training Programme of the European Atomic
Energy Community (2014-2018) complementing the Horizon 2020 - The Framework Programme for
Research and Innovation (OJ L 347, 20.12.2013, p. 948).

H2020 Specific Programme — Council Decision 2013/743/EU of 3 December 2013 establishing the
Specific Programme Implementing Horizon 2020 - The Framework Programme for Research and
Innovation (2014-2020) (OJ L 347, 20.12.2013, p. 965).

Rules for Participation (RfP) — Regulation (EU) No 1290/2013 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 11 of December 2013 laying down the rules for the participation and dissemination in Horizon
2020 - the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation (2014-2020) (OJ L 347, 20.12.2013,
p.81).

Financial Regulation (FR) — Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the European Parliament and
of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the European
Union (OJ L 298, 26.10.2012, p.1).

&y please note that Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 966/2012 has been replaced by Regulation (EU, Euratom)
2018/1046 (with effect from 2 August 2018).

Rules of Application (RAP) — Commission Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1268/2012 of 29 October
2012 on the rules of application of | Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the European Parliament
and of the Council on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union (O] L 298,
26.10.2012, p.1).

& Please note that Delegated Regulation (EC,Euratom) No 1268/2012 has been replaced by Regulation (EU,
Euratom) 2018/1046 (with effect from 2 August 2018). The rules of the RAP are now included in the new Financial
Regulation.


https://myintracomm-collab.ec.europa.eu/projects/H2020drafting/H2020%20VM/Funding%20&%20Tenders%20Portal%20Online%20Manual
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/funding/reference_docs.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/reference_terms.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=enquiries
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1445880041822&uri=CELEX:32013R1291
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1445879999696&uri=CELEX:32013R1314
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1445879961441&uri=CELEX:32013D0743R(02)
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1445879909465&uri=CELEX:32013R1290
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32012R0966
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32012R0966
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32018R1046
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32012R1268
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32018R1046
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EU Grants: H2020 AGA — Annotated Model Grant Agreement: V5.2 - 26.06.2019 General MGA

|. GENERAL MODEL GRANT AGREEMENT (H2020 GENERAL
MGA)

[.1 Background information

The General Model Grant Agreement (H2020 General MGA) is used for grants for ‘research and
innovation actions (RIA)’, ‘innovation actions (IA)’ and ‘coordination and support actions (CSA)’.

Examples: actions under Part III, Societal challenge 3 'Secure, clean and efficient energy’ (see a Smart Cities
and Communities call); actions under Part I, 'Research infrastructures’ (see a Research Infrastructure call);
actions under Part III, Societal challenge 1 'Health, Demographic Change and Wellbeing’, etc.

AN
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EU Grants: H2020 AGA — Annotated Model Grant Agreement: V5.2 - 26.06.2019 General MGA

.2 H2020 General MGA: Annotations

GRANT AGREEMENT
NUMBER [insert number] — [insert acronym]
This Agreement (‘the Agreement’) is between the following parties:

on the one part,

[OPTION 1: the European Union (‘the EU’), represented by the European Commission ( ‘the
Commission')?]

[OPTION 2: the European Atomic Energy Community (‘Euratom’), represented by the European
Commission (‘the Commission’)*|]

[OPTION 3: the [Research Executive Agency (REA)] [European Research Council Executive Agency
(ERCEA)] [Innovation and Networks Executive Agency (INEA)] [Executive Agency for Small and
Medium-sized Enterprises (EASME)] (‘the Agency’), under the powers delegated by the European
Commission (‘the Commission’)* ]

represented for the purposes of signature of this Agreement by [[function, [Directorate-General, Directorate,
Unit] [Department]], [forename and surname],®

and
on the other part,
1. ‘the coordinator’:

[full official name (short name)] established in [official address in full], /OPTION for beneficiaries with
VAT: VAT number [insert number],] [OPTION for coordinators not receiving EU funding: as ‘beneficiary
not receiving EU funding’ (see Article 9),] represented for the purposes of signing the Agreement by
[function, forename and surname]

and the following other beneficiaries, if they sign their ‘Accession Form’ (see Annex 3 and Article 56):

2. [full official name (short name)], established in [official address in full], [OPTION for beneficiaries with
VAT: VAT number [insert number] ,]

[OPTION for beneficiaries not receiving EU funding: X. [full official name (short name)], established in
[official address in full] [OPTION for beneficiaries with VAT: VAT number [insert number],] as
‘beneficiary not receiving EU funding’ (see Article 9),]

[same for each beneficiary]

[OPTION if the JRC is a beneficiary: and X. the Joint Research Centre (JRC) established in [official
address in full], if it signs the 'Administrative Arrangement’ (see Annex 3b)].

Unless otherwise specified, references to ‘beneficiary’ or ‘beneficiaries’ include the coordinator [OPTION if
the JRC participates: and the Joint Research Centre (JRC)].

The parties referred to above have agreed to enter into the Agreement under the terms and conditions below.

By signing the Agreement or the Accession Form [OPTION if the JRC is a beneficiary: or the
Administrative Arrangement], the beneficiaries accept the grant and agree to implement it under their own
responsibility and in accordance with the Agreement, with all the obligations and conditions it sets out.
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The Agreement is composed of:
Terms and Conditions
Annex 1 Description of the action
Annex 2 Estimated budget for the action
2a Additional information on the estimated budget
Annex 3 Accession Forms

[OPTION to be used if Article 14 applies and if joint and several liability has been
requested by the [Commission][Agency]: 3a Declaration on joint and several liability of
linked third parties]

[OPTION if the JRC participates: 3b Administrative Arrangement]
Annex 4 Model for the financial statements
Annex 5 Model for the certificate on the financial statements

Annex 6 Model for the certificate on the methodology

Text in italics shows the options of the Model Grant Agreement that are applicable to this Agreement.

Text in italics shows the options of the Model Grant Agreement that are applicable to this Agreement.

Text in italics shows the options of the Model Grant Agreement that are applicable to this Agreement.

The person representing the Commission/Agency must be an authorising officer (by delegation or sub-delegation), designated in
accordance with document 60008 of 22.02.2001 ‘Mise en place de la Charte des ordonnateurs’.

o A W@ N

&

1. Participants: Coordinator — Beneficiaries — Linked third parties — Third
parties involved in the action

Beneficiaries means the legal entities who have signed the grant agreement (GA) with the
Commission/Agency (i.e. participate in a project supported by an EU grant).

& The term participant is used in this document in a wider meaning than in the definition of
Article 1.1(15) of the Rules for Participation Regulation No 1290/2013. It covers normally
beneficiaries and linked third parties (and sometimes also other third parties involved in the
action).

The coordinator is the beneficiary which is the central contact point for the
Commission/Agency and represents the consortium (towards the Commission/Agency).

The division of roles and responsibilities within the consortium is explained in Article
41.2.

Generally speaking:

— the coordinator must coordinate and manage the grant and is the central contact
point for the Commission/Agency

— the beneficiaries must all together contribute to a smooth and successful
implementation of the grant (i.e. contribute to the proper implementation of the
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action, comply with their own obligations under the GA and support the
coordinator in his obligations).

The signature arrangements are the following:
— the coordinator directly signs the GA
— the other beneficiaries sign the GA by signing the Accession Form (see Article 56).
Amendments to the GA, if any, will be signed by the coordinator on their behalf.

Applicants who accept the grant (by signing the GA) become beneficiaries of the grant and
are bound by the entirety of its terms and conditions.

This means that the beneficiaries must:

— carry out the action (and especially the research work) as detailed in Annex 1
(technical implementation) and

- comply with all the other provisions of the GA and all the applicable provisions of
EU, international and national law.

Other entities which participate in the action but do not sign the GA (including linked third
parties, international partners, subcontractors, third parties giving in-kind contributions, etc.)
are considered as third parties involved in the action (for the definitions and conditions, see
Articles 8 and 9-14a).

Their involvement in the action varies depending on the role.
Since there is no formal contractual link with them, they are formally speaking not bound by

the terms and conditions of the GA. However, by participating in the action and via the
obligations on their beneficiary, they are indirectly bound to most of the GA obligations.

L

Article
6.3

Article 13

Article 41.2

Article 8
A Financial Regulation 2018/1046

Financial Regulation 2018/1046

2. Name and address — Legal entity data
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The legal entity data (legal name, address, legal representatives, etc.) of the beneficiaries comes
from the Funding & Tenders Portal Participant Register (former Beneficiary Register).

This data will be automatically used for all communications concerning this grant (see Article 52)
and other H2020 grants.

11 The beneficiaries (via their legal entity appointed representative (LEAR)) must keep their data in
the Funding & Tenders Portal up-to-date at all times including after the end of the grant (see Articles 17 and
52).
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CHAPTER 1 GENERAL
ARTICLE 1 — SUBJECT OF THE AGREEMENT

CHAPTER1 GENERAL

ARTICLE 1 — SUBJECT OF THE AGREEMENT

This Agreement sets out the rights and obligations and the terms and conditions applicable to the grant
awarded to the beneficiaries for implementing the action set out in Chapter 2.
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CHAPTER 2 ACTION

ARTICLE 2 — ACTION TO BE IMPLEMENTED [— COMPLEMENTARY GRANT] [—
JOINTLY FUNDED ACTION]

CHAPTER 2 ACTION

ARTICLE 2 — ACTION TO BE IMPLEMENTED [ COMPLEMENTARY GRANT] [— JOINTLY
FUNDED ACTION]

The grant is awarded for the action entitled [insert title of the action] — [insert acronym] (‘action’), as
described in Annex 1.

[OPTION for complementary grants if foreseen in the work programme: The grant is a ‘complementary
grant’ to [the grant agreement(s) under the call(s) for proposals [call identifier(s): H2020 — theme —]] [the
following complementary grant agreement(s) No(s):

- [insert number] [insert acronym]
- [insert number] [insert acronym]].]

[OPTION for joint actions (joint call with a third country or an international organisation): The action is
a ‘jointly funded action’ which must be coordinated with the %oint action’ called [insert the name of the
third country or international organisation action], as described in Annex 1.]

u

1. RIA, IA and CSA actions

What? The RIA, IA and CSA grants of the General MGA fund?:

- for research and innovation actions (RIA): R&D aiming to establish new
knowledge or explore the feasibility of a new technology, product, process, service or
solution (including basic and applied research, technology development and
integration, testing and validation on a small-scale prototype in a laboratory or
simulated environment)

— for innovation actions (IA): innovation activities directly aiming at producing plans
and arrangements or designs for new, altered or improved products, processes or
services (including prototyping, testing, demonstrating, piloting, large-scale product
validation and market replication)?

— for coordination and support actions (CSA): accompanying measures (such as
standardisation, dissemination, awareness-raising and communication, networking,
coordination or support services, policy dialogues and mutual learning exercises and
studies)?.

More information on the types of action can be found on the General Annexes to the Work Programme.

For the definition, see Article 2.1(6) of the Rules for Participation Regulation No 1290/2013: ‘innovation
action’ means an action primarily consisting of activities directly aiming at producing plans and arrangements
or designs for new, altered or improved products, processes or services. For this purpose they may include
prototyping, testing, demonstrating, piloting, large-scale product validation and market replication.

3 For the definition, see Article 2.1(7) of the Rules for Participation Regulation No 1290/2013: ‘coordination
and support action’ means an action consisting primarily of accompanying measures such as
standardisation, dissemination, awareness-raising, and communication, networking, coordination or support
services, policy dialogues and mutual learning exercises and studies, including design studies for new
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Ay 966/2012

RIA, IA and CSA actions are mono- or multi-beneficiary actions.

They are funded in all Parts of Horizon 2020 (e.g. H2020-FETOPEN-2014-2015-RIA; H2020-
WIDESPREAD-2014-3).

o For more information on RIA, IA and CSA actions, see the Funding & Tenders Portal Online Manual and the
H2020 grants fact sheets.

2. Complementary grants

‘Complementary grants’ are different EU grants which are linked by the work programme/calls
by identifying them as complementary actions.

The beneficiaries and those of the complementary grants must cooperate and provide access to
their results.

They must conclude a written collaboration agreement regarding the coordination of the
complementary grants and the work of the action (see Article 41.4). (It covers the case included
under Special Clause 41 in FP7.)

3. Jointly funded actions (‘joint actions’)

‘Joint actions’ are the result of joint or coordinated calls for proposals, launched in parallel by
the EU and a non-associated third country (i.e. a third country not associated to Horizon 2020)
or international organisation (in policy areas of common interest and expected mutual benefit
where there is a clear added value for the EU).*

For joint calls: the applicants prepare a joint proposal which is submitted to both the EU and
the third country/IO; the proposals are evaluated and selected through joint evaluation and
selection procedures, involving a balanced group of independent experts appointed by each

party.

For coordinated calls: the applicants submit separate proposals (to the EU and the third
country/I0), together with a summary of the work to be done under the coordinated
proposal. The Commission/Agency will only evaluate the proposals for the EU action;
however, the evaluation may be coordinated (i.e. include experts from the third country/IO
use the same expert panels; apply the same evaluation criteria, etc.).

For both types of calls, the EU participants sign a GA with the EU, while the third country
participants sign one with their funding agency/I0. The description of the action (Annex 1 of
the GA) contains the research carried out under the EU action (but will also include detailed
explanations about the research to be carried out under the third country/IO action).

To ensure coordination, the participants of the two actions must conclude a coordination
agreement (see Article 41.5) to link the actions (although legally separate) and ensure a
smooth and successful project implementation.

o For guidance on coordination agreements, see How to draw up your coordination agreement.

infrastructure, and may also include complementary activities of networking and coordination between
programmes in different countries.
4 See Article 12 of the Rules for Participation Regulation No 1290/2013.
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ARTICLE 3 — DURATION AND STARTING DATE OF THE ACTION

ARTICLE 3— DURATION AND STARTING DATE OF THE ACTION

The duration of the action will be [insert number] months as of [OPTION 1 by default: the first day of the
month following the date the Agreement enters into force (see Article 58)] [OPTION 2 if needed for the
action: [insert date]]® (‘starting date of the action”).

< This date must be the first day of a month and it must be later than the date of entry into force of the agreement, unless authorised
otherwise by the authorising officer, if the applicant can demonstrate the need to start the action before the entry into force of the grant
agreement or the need to start the action on another day than the first day of the month. In any case, the starting date should not be earlier
than the date of the submission of the grant application (Article 130 FR).

u

1. Action starting date

The action starting date is fixed by the Commission/Agency in the GA.

It is usually the first day of the month following the date when the GA enters into force. The GA
enters into force when the last party signs it (see Article 58).

A fixed starting date may also be agreed between the Commission/Agency and the consortium.

Exceptionally, the Commission/Agency may agree that the action starts on another day than
the first day of the month, if the consortium requests it (usually in its proposal) and can show
that there is a need to start the action at that moment (e.g. an action that is dependent on
environmental conditions).

That starting date can be either:

— before the entry into force of the GA, i.e. before the grant agreement is signed
by both parties (retroactive)

Example: GA signed by the coordinator on 30.12.2014. Commission signs on 5.1.2015. The
action starting date would normally be the 1.2.2015, but the consortium has requested a
fixed starting date of 1.9.2014 in its proposal (submitted by the consortium on 15.5.2014),
since the action funded is the continuation of a previous FP7 project. Upon consideration of
the reasons, this fixed starting date is approved.

If the consortium requests a fixed starting date before the entry into force of the
GA, it assumes the risks implied by starting the action before the GA is signed (in
particular not being reimbursed for the costs incurred, e.g. if the proposal is not
successful or that the GA is not signed).

&

- after the entry into force of the GA, i.e. after the grant agreement is signed
by both parties, but on another day than the first day of the following month

A starting date fixed much later in time (e.g. 2-3 months after the signature of
the GA) will have an impact on the timing of the pre-financing payment and will
delay it.
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2. Action duration

The action duration is fixed by the Commission/Agency in the GA.

It is expressed as a number of months, running from the action starting date until the end date
of the action.

&\ The action duration relates only to the period during which the action tasks (set out in Annex 1) are
implemented.

The end date of the action is therefore NOT the same as project closure or the end of the GA.

After the end date of the action, the beneficiaries still have to submit their final report and the
Commission/Agency has to make the payment of the balance. Moreover, certain obligations under the GA
continue even afterwards.
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ARTICLE 4 — ESTIMATED BUDGET AND BUDGET TRANSFERS

ARTICLE 4 — ESTIMATED BUDGET AND BUDGET TRANSFERS

41 Estimated budget

The ‘estimated budget’ for the action is set out in Annex 2.

It contains the estimated eligible costs and the forms of costs, broken down by beneficiary [(and linked third
party)] and budget category (see Articles 5, 6, [and 14]). [OPTION to be used if Article 9 or 14a applies:
It also shows the estimated costs of the beneficiaries not receiving EU funding (see Article
9)J[and][international partners (see Article 14a)].]

4.2 Budget transfers

The estimated budget breakdown indicated in Annex 2 may be adjusted — without an amendment (see
Avrticle 55) — by transfers of amounts between beneficiaries, budget categories and/or forms of costs set out
in Annex 2, if the action is implemented as described in Annex 1.

However, the beneficiaries may not add costs relating to subcontracts not provided for in Annex 1, unless
such additional subcontracts are approved by an amendment or in accordance with Article 13.

[OPTION if lump sum foreseen in Article 5.2: Moreover, /ump sums set out in Annex 2 can never be
adjusted.]

&

1. Estimated budget

The estimated budget of the action is calculated on the basis of the estimated eligible costs
submitted by the consortium and is annexed to the GA (Annex 2).

These estimated eligible costs are used to determine the ‘maximum grant amount’ of the action
(called ‘EU/Euratom financial contribution’ in FP7 projects; see Article 5.1).

Costs of beneficiaries not receiving EU funding and costs of international partners will be
indicated in Annex 2, but will not be included in the total eligible costs and will not count for the
maximum amount of the grant (see Article 9 and Article 14a).

2. Budget categories

The budget categories are listed in Article 6.2 and reflected in the table in Annex 2.

Budget categories of the General MGA:
= direct personnel costs

= costs for employees (or equivalent)
= costs for natural persons working under a direct contract
= costs of personnel seconded by a third party against payment
= costs for SME owners without salary
= costs for beneficiaries that are natural persons without salary
= personnel costs for providing trans-national access to research infrastructure

= direct costs of subcontracting
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= direct costs of providing financial support to third parties (if option applies)
= other direct costs
= travel costs and related subsistence allowances
= equipment costs
= costs of other goods and services
= capitalised and operating costs of large research infrastructure
= indirect costs
= gspecific cost categories (if option applies).

This budget category (specific cost categories) applies ONLY where specific activities are
reimbursed by unit costs or lump sum costs. For the General MGA, this is currently the
case for ‘access costs for providing trans-national access to research infrastructure’, ‘costs
for energy efficiency measures in buildings’ and ‘costs for clinical studies’.

Articles 6 11 12

3. Budget transfers (budget flexibility)

The budget in Annex 2 is an estimation.

i
Article 43

Beneficiaries may transfer budget among themselves, between linked third parties or between
budget categories (without requesting an amendment; see Article 55) and — at the time of
reporting — declare costs that are different from the estimated budget.

133 Article 5.1

What? If the incurred eligible costs are lower than the estimated eligible costs, the differe